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TAMPA BAY THROUGH TIME
Activities Packet
A flexible menu of 36 student activities aligned to the year-long curriculum
4th Grade Florida History
Teacher edition — includes answer keys and notes


How to Use This Packet
This packet is a MENU, not a sequence. You don't need to use every activity — pick what fits your week, your class, and your time. Each unit offers 6 activities of different types so you can match learning styles.

ACTIVITY TYPES IN THIS PACKET:
1. WORKSHEET — Quick (15-25 min), can be done independently or in pairs.
1. GRAPHIC ORGANIZER — Helps students structure their thinking. Great for differentiation.
1. PRIMARY SOURCE — Uses adapted historical excerpts; builds critical reading.
1. HANDS-ON PROJECT — 30-60 min, often messy and memorable.
1. WRITING PROMPT — Uses the unit's content for narrative, persuasive, or reflective writing.
1. CHOICE BOARD — Students pick from multiple project options. Naturally differentiated.
1. DISCUSSION — Group conversation guide for whole-class or small-group dialogue.

PRINTING TIPS:
1. Each activity is 1-3 pages. Print only what you need.
1. Teacher Notes (in dashed orange boxes) are at the END of each activity. Hide them with a folded sheet, or print only student pages by removing the last page.
1. All activities are designed to print on standard 8.5x11 paper, single-sided.
1. Choice boards can be projected on a screen instead of printed for each student.

ALIGNMENT TO STANDARDS
All activities are aligned to Florida's Grade 4 Social Studies standards. See the unit lesson plan documents for specific standards per lesson.
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UNIT 1
First Peoples of Tampa Bay
Activities & Worksheets
Activities in This Unit
1.A  •  Resources of the Bay  (WORKSHEET)
1.B  •  Tocobaga vs. Calusa Venn Diagram  (GRAPHIC ORGANIZER)
1.C  •  Build-a-Mound: Layers of History  (HANDS-ON PROJECT)
1.D  •  Day in the Life: A Tocobaga Child  (WRITING PROMPT)
1.E  •  Mark the Mounds: A Tampa Bay Map  (MAP ACTIVITY)
1.F  •  Tocobaga Tampa Bay: Pick Your Project  (CHOICE BOARD)


	1.A
	WORKSHEET
	20-25 min



Resources of the Bay
MATERIALS:
Pencil • Optional: colored pencils
	DIRECTIONS
The Tocobaga and Calusa lived off the natural resources of Tampa Bay. In each box below, list THREE specific resources and explain how Indigenous people might have used them. Then answer the reflection question.



	FROM THE WATER
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
	FROM THE LAND
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

	FROM TREES & PLANTS
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
	FROM ANIMALS
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________



REFLECTION:
Why do you think the Tocobaga chose to live RIGHT on the Bay instead of farther inland? Use evidence from your boxes.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Strong answers will include: Water — fish, oysters, clams, crabs, sea turtles. Land — palm fruits, freshwater from springs, medicinal plants, edible roots. Trees — pine wood for building, palmetto for thatching, cypress for canoes. Animals — deer, rabbits, raccoons, alligators, birds. The reflection should connect proximity to water with food access, transportation, and trade.




	1.B
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
	20 min



Tocobaga vs. Calusa Venn Diagram
MATERIALS:
Pencil
	DIRECTIONS
Use what you've learned about the Tocobaga and the Calusa to fill in this Venn diagram. Put differences in the outer circles and similarities in the middle. Aim for at least 3 items in each section.



	TOCOBAGA
	BOTH
	CALUSA

	(Different from CALUSA)
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
	(In common)
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
	(Different from TOCOBAGA)
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________



	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Sample answers — Tocobaga: Tampa Bay area, Safety Harbor village, smaller chiefdom, mound builders. Calusa: Charlotte Harbor / SW Florida, larger and more powerful, built shell islands like Mound Key, demanded tribute. Both: Indigenous Floridians, fished the water, had chiefs (caciques), built mounds, traded with each other, lived before European contact.




	1.C
	HANDS-ON PROJECT
	45-60 min (can split across two days)



Build-a-Mound: Layers of History
MATERIALS:
Paper plates or cardboard base • Brown construction paper or modeling clay • Real shells (clean) OR paper shell cutouts • Glue • Index cards for labels • Markers
	DIRECTIONS
Archaeologists 'read' shell mounds in layers, where the deepest layer is the OLDEST. You will build a model mound with 4 layers. Each layer represents a different time period. Label each layer with the time period AND one item that might be found there.



YOUR INSTRUCTIONS:
1. LAYER 1 (deepest, oldest): Around 1000 BCE — early Tocobaga ancestors
2. LAYER 2: Around 500 CE — established Tocobaga villages
3. LAYER 3: Around 1200 CE — large ceremonial mounds being built
4. LAYER 4 (top, newest): Around 1500 CE — first contact with Spanish explorers

CHECKLIST — Did you include each of these?
☐  All 4 layers built and clearly visible
☐  Each layer labeled with time period
☐  Each layer has at least 1 'artifact' (shell, drawing, or object) and a label
☐  Top of mound includes one Spanish artifact (bead, metal, etc.)

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This activity teaches stratigraphy — the deeper layer is older. Display finished mounds with a placard. Discuss: 'If you cut a real mound in half, what would the cross-section look like?' The Spanish artifact at the top is critical — it's how archaeologists know the mound was still active at first contact.




	1.D
	WRITING PROMPT
	30-40 min



Day in the Life: A Tocobaga Child
MATERIALS:
Lined paper or this packet's writing template
	DIRECTIONS
You are a Tocobaga child your age living near present-day Safety Harbor in 1500. Write a journal entry describing ONE FULL DAY — from sunrise to sunset. Use at least 5 specific details from what you've learned. Include: where you live, what you eat, what work you do, who you spend time with, and one thing that surprises or worries you.



INCLUDE IN YOUR WRITING:
1. Sunrise — where do you wake up?
2. Morning — what is your first job of the day?
3. Midday — what do you eat?
4. Afternoon — who do you spend time with?
5. Sunset — what is one thing you noticed today?

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Look for at least 5 historically grounded details: palm-thatched homes, fish/shellfish meals, fishing or weaving as work, family/clan structure, references to the Bay, ceremonial mounds, chief (cacique). Avoid anachronisms like horses (not yet introduced) or metal tools.




	1.E
	MAP ACTIVITY
	25-30 min



Mark the Mounds: A Tampa Bay Map
MATERIALS:
This worksheet • Colored pencils or markers
	DIRECTIONS
Use the Tampa Bay map below. Locate and mark each of the 5 known mound sites with a star. Then label each star with the correct site name from the word bank. Finally, color in Tampa Bay water in blue and the land green.



WORD BANK
1. Safety Harbor Mound
1. Pinellas Point Mound
1. Madira Bickel Mound (Terra Ceia)
1. Weedon Island Mounds
1. Jungle Prada Mound (St. Petersburg)

DRAW & LABEL THE MAP IN THE BOX BELOW:
	(Use a printed Tampa Bay map or sketch the bay outline. Mark and label each location from the word bank.)




ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:
1. Which mound is closest to YOUR school?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Which county has the most mound sites on this map?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think mounds were built CLOSE to the water?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Most mounds are clustered on the Pinellas peninsula. Q1 will vary by school. Q2: Pinellas County has the most. Q3: easy access to fishing, shellfish gathering, and travel by canoe; some mounds may also have served as visible navigational/ceremonial markers.




	1.F
	CHOICE BOARD
	60+ min (homework or in-class)



Tocobaga Tampa Bay: Pick Your Project
MATERIALS:
Varies by choice
	DIRECTIONS
Choose ONE project from the menu below to show what you have learned about the First Peoples of Tampa Bay. All choices are equally challenging. Use the rubric on the back to check your work before turning it in.



	ILLUSTRATED MAP
Draw a labeled map of a Tocobaga village. Include at least 8 features (homes, mound, beach, canoes, fishing area, etc.) with captions.
	COMIC STRIP
Make a 6-panel comic showing a day in a Tocobaga village. Include dialogue and historically accurate details.

	INTERVIEW
Write an interview between you (a modern reporter) and a Tocobaga elder. 8 questions and 8 answers.
	POSTER
Design a museum poster for the Safety Harbor Museum. Include a title, 4 fact panels, and at least 2 illustrations.

	DIORAMA
Build a small diorama (shoebox size) showing a Tocobaga village. Include at least 5 elements with a key/legend.
	PODCAST SCRIPT
Write a 2-page script for a podcast episode titled 'The People of Tampa Bay.' Include an intro, 3 facts, and a conclusion.



RUBRIC
	CRITERION
	WHAT TO LOOK FOR
	SCORE 1-4

	ACCURACY
	Historical details are correct
	

	DETAIL
	Includes 5+ specific examples
	

	EFFORT
	Neat, complete, and thoughtful
	

	TAMPA BAY
	Specifically tied to OUR area, not generic
	



	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Choice boards work best when teachers introduce ALL options briefly so students don't default to the easiest. Rubric is 4-point scale. The 'Tampa Bay' criterion is what distinguishes this from generic 'Native Americans' projects.




UNIT 2
Spanish Explorers in the Bay
Activities & Worksheets
Activities in This Unit
2.A  •  The Three Gs: Sorting Spanish Motives  (WORKSHEET)
2.B  •  Cause & Effect: The Narváez Disaster  (GRAPHIC ORGANIZER)
2.C  •  Reading Like a Historian: Two Voices  (PRIMARY SOURCE)
2.D  •  Letter Home: A Soldier's Confession  (WRITING PROMPT)
2.E  •  Conquistador's Pack: What Would You Bring?  (HANDS-ON PROJECT)
2.F  •  Was De Soto a Hero or a Villain?  (DISCUSSION & DEBATE)


	2.A
	WORKSHEET
	20 min



The Three Gs: Sorting Spanish Motives
MATERIALS:
Pencil • Scissors (optional)
	DIRECTIONS
Spanish explorers came to the Americas for three main reasons — the 'Three Gs': GOLD, GLORY, and GOD. Read each statement below and write the correct G in the box. Then, at the bottom, rank the three Gs from MOST important (1) to LEAST important (3) and explain your ranking.



	STATEMENT
	WHICH G?

	Pánfilo de Narváez wanted to find treasure to bring back to Spain.
	

	Catholic priests traveled with Spanish soldiers to teach Indigenous people about Christianity.
	

	Hernando de Soto wanted to be remembered as a famous conqueror.
	

	Spain wanted to claim more land for its empire and become more powerful than other countries.
	

	Missionaries built churches in Spanish Florida to spread their religion.
	

	Soldiers hoped to return home wealthy and become noblemen.
	



RANKING
Rank GOLD, GLORY, and GOD from most important (1) to least important (3) for the average Spanish soldier. Explain your ranking in 2-3 sentences.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Answers: 1-Gold, 2-God, 3-Glory, 4-Glory (national glory), 5-God, 6-Gold. Most students will rank Gold first; a thoughtful answer might argue Glory was the personal driver while Gold was the dream and God was the official reason.




	2.B
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
	25 min



Cause & Effect: The Narváez Disaster
MATERIALS:
Pencil
	DIRECTIONS
The Narváez expedition of 1528 began with 600 men. Eight years later, only 4 men were still alive. Use what you have learned to fill in the cause-and-effect chart below. For each CAUSE, write what EFFECT it likely had on the expedition.



	CAUSE
	EFFECT

	Narváez decided to march inland away from his ships.
	______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

	Spanish soldiers wore heavy armor in Florida's heat and humidity.
	______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

	The Spanish took food from Indigenous villages by force.
	______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

	Diseases spread among the men with no doctors or medicine.
	______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

	The men built rafts to escape, with no real shipbuilding tools.
	______________________________
______________________________
______________________________



FINAL QUESTION:
Imagine you were Narváez's advisor before the expedition. What ONE piece of advice would you give him to avoid disaster?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Sample effects: 1-The men got lost and could not be rescued. 2-They suffered heat exhaustion, slowed down, and were vulnerable to attack. 3-Indigenous peoples fought back. 4-Many men died of illness. 5-The rafts fell apart at sea, and most drowned. The advice question rewards critical thinking — strong answers focus on staying near the ships, working WITH Indigenous peoples, or abandoning the inland search for gold.




	2.C
	PRIMARY SOURCE
	30-40 min



Reading Like a Historian: Two Voices
MATERIALS:
Pencil
	DIRECTIONS
Below are two short accounts of De Soto's landing in Tampa Bay. The first is based on Spanish written records. The second is an imagined account from a Tocobaga perspective (since the Tocobaga did not have writing, we can only imagine what they would have said). Read both, then answer the questions.



	VOICE 1: A Spanish Soldier (1539)
We landed our ships near a great bay. The natives we encountered were tall and strong. They watched us from the trees but ran when we approached. We claimed this land for Spain and our king. Our captain, De Soto, ordered us inland to search for gold. We took food from a village we passed. The savages did not understand that we serve God and Spain.



	VOICE 2: A Tocobaga Elder (imagined, 1539)
Strange canoes appeared on the water — bigger than any we had ever seen. Men climbed out wearing shells of metal that shone in the sun. They spoke a language we could not understand. They took the corn from our storehouse without asking. Our chief sent runners to warn other villages. The animals they brought — horses, pigs, and dogs — frightened our children. We did not know it then, but our world was about to change forever.



QUESTIONS
1. What does the Spanish soldier WANT? What does he NOT understand about the Tocobaga?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does the Tocobaga elder SEE? What does she NOT yet know?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Both speakers describe the SAME event. Why are their stories so different?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
4. Whose story do we have written down today? Why does that matter?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This is a critical-thinking activity. Q1: Spanish wants gold/land/glory; doesn't understand Tocobaga as people with a culture. Q2: Tocobaga sees strange technology and threats; doesn't yet know about disease and colonization to come. Q3: Different goals, languages, perspectives — and one side has weapons. Q4: Spanish accounts survive; Tocobaga voices were lost. This is why historians ask 'whose voice is missing?'




	2.D
	WRITING PROMPT
	30 min



Letter Home: A Soldier's Confession
MATERIALS:
Lined paper or template
	DIRECTIONS
You are a young Spanish soldier on the De Soto expedition in 1539. After three months of marching inland from Tampa Bay, things are not what you expected. Write a letter home to your family in Spain. Tell the truth — even if it isn't what they want to hear. Include: WHAT YOU EXPECTED, WHAT YOU FOUND, what you have done, and how you feel.



INCLUDE IN YOUR WRITING:
1. Greeting to a family member
2. What you expected from Florida
3. What you actually found
4. Something you are proud of OR ashamed of
5. What you wish your family knew

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Strong responses will show internal conflict — the disappointment of not finding gold, the harsh treatment of Indigenous peoples, the brutal march, possibly questioning the expedition itself. Encourage honest emotional truth, not just facts.




	2.E
	HANDS-ON PROJECT
	30 min



Conquistador's Pack: What Would You Bring?
MATERIALS:
This worksheet • Colored pencils
	DIRECTIONS
You are joining the De Soto expedition in 1539. You can carry only 10 items in your pack. Below is a list of 18 possible items. Choose your 10 by drawing a star next to each. Then explain WHY you chose each one. Some items will help you survive; some will make you popular; some will be heavy and useless.



CHECK 10 ITEMS BELOW:
	☐  Heavy steel sword
	☐  Leather water bag

	☐  Bag of dried beans
	☐  Bible (you can read)

	☐  Bag of glass beads (for trade)
	☐  Wool cloak

	☐  Map of Florida (mostly inaccurate)
	☐  Compass

	☐  Small mirror
	☐  Pouch of medicines and herbs

	☐  Iron cooking pot
	☐  Spare boots

	☐  Hammock
	☐  Bag of seeds (corn, beans, squash)

	☐  Sketchbook and ink
	☐  Crossbow with 10 bolts

	☐  Lucky charm from your mother
	☐  100 gold coins (heavy!)



REFLECTION:
Of your 10 items, which TWO are most important and why? Which item did you almost pick but leave behind?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Discuss after: Spanish soldiers actually carried armor (often unwise in Florida heat), swords, religious items, and food. Trade beads were genuinely useful. The wool cloak in Florida is a great teaching example — they had it and suffered. There's no 'right' answer; this is about reasoning under constraints.




	2.F
	DISCUSSION & DEBATE
	30-40 min



Was De Soto a Hero or a Villain?
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
Hernando de Soto is one of Florida's most famous Spanish explorers — but is 'famous' the same as 'good'? Use the chart below to gather evidence on both sides. Then answer the final question with YOUR thoughtful opinion. There is no single correct answer.



	EVIDENCE: HERO / IMPORTANT
	EVIDENCE: VILLAIN / HARMFUL

	What did he accomplish?
What was he brave about?
Why is he remembered?

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
	Who did he hurt?
What did his expedition take?
What did he leave behind (good or bad)?

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________



YOUR FINAL ANSWER:
Should De Soto National Memorial be named after him? Why or why not? Use evidence from BOTH sides.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This is intentionally not a simple question. Strong answers acknowledge complexity. Possible 'hero' angles: leadership, achievement, opening of new territories. Possible 'villain' angles: violence against Indigenous peoples, theft of food and supplies, role in spreading disease. The Memorial debate is real — many parks named after explorers are being reexamined.




UNIT 3
Local Geography of Tampa Bay
Activities & Worksheets
Activities in This Unit
3.A  •  Label the Bay: A Geography Quiz  (MAP ACTIVITY)
3.B  •  The Five Counties: Compare and Contrast  (GRAPHIC ORGANIZER)
3.C  •  Following the Hillsborough River  (WORKSHEET)
3.D  •  Build a 3-D Tampa Bay  (HANDS-ON PROJECT)
3.E  •  Hurricane Ready: A Letter to a Friend  (WRITING PROMPT)
3.F  •  Geography Detective: Pick Your Investigation  (CHOICE BOARD)


	3.A
	MAP ACTIVITY
	20-25 min



Label the Bay: A Geography Quiz
MATERIALS:
This worksheet • Pencil • Optional: blue and green colored pencils
	DIRECTIONS
Use the Tampa Bay map below. Label each numbered location using the word bank. Then color the water blue and the land green. Finally, draw a star on the location of YOUR school.



WORD BANK
	• Old Tampa Bay
	• Hillsborough Bay

	• Tampa
	• St. Petersburg

	• Clearwater
	• Bradenton

	• Hillsborough River
	• Sunshine Skyway Bridge

	• Howard Frankland Bridge
	• Pinellas County

	• Hillsborough County
	• Manatee County



	(Sketch your Tampa Bay map here. Include all features from the word bank, label them clearly, and color the water blue.)




	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This is a foundational map literacy assessment. Students should achieve at least 9/12 to demonstrate proficiency. Pinellas Co. is the peninsula on the west; Hillsborough Co. is the larger area to the east; Manatee Co. is south.




	3.B
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
	25 min



The Five Counties: Compare and Contrast
MATERIALS:
This worksheet • Pencil
	DIRECTIONS
The greater Tampa Bay area includes 5 counties. Fill in the chart below for each county. Use the slide deck, your notes, or library resources. The first row is done as an example.



	County
	County Seat
	One Famous Place
	Body of Water Nearby

	Hernando
	Brooksville
	Weeki Wachee Springs
	Gulf of Mexico

	Hillsborough
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Pinellas
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Pasco
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Manatee
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________



FINAL QUESTION:
Which county do YOU live in? List one place in your county that someone from another state should visit.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Hillsborough — Tampa — Busch Gardens / Tampa Bay History Center / Plant Hall — Hillsborough Bay. Pinellas — Clearwater — Clearwater Beach / Salvador Dali Museum / Pier — Gulf of Mexico. Pasco — Dade City — Dade Battlefield / Crews Lake — Gulf. Manatee — Bradenton — De Soto National Memorial / Anna Maria Island — Manatee River/Gulf.




	3.C
	WORKSHEET
	25 min



Following the Hillsborough River
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
The Hillsborough River flows from north of Tampa down through downtown and into Hillsborough Bay. It has shaped the city's history. Read the descriptions below and match each event/location to the correct point on the river map.



	LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION
	MATCH #

	1. Hillsborough River State Park
	The river flows through wild Florida. Cypress trees, alligators, and rapids.
	

	2. Lowry Park
	A bend in the river where people fish, kayak, and watch manatees.
	

	3. Downtown Tampa (Riverwalk)
	The river meets the city. Plant Hall is here. The Tampa Bay History Center is here.
	

	4. Mouth of the River (Hillsborough Bay)
	Where the river ends and the Bay begins. Fort Brooke was built here in 1824.
	



REFLECTION:
Why do you think early settlers built Tampa at the MOUTH of the river instead of farther upstream?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This is geography meets history meets connection-to-Unit-4. Mouth of the river = deep harbor, easy ship access, fresh water from upstream, defensible position (which is why Fort Brooke was built there). Most cities in history form where rivers meet the sea for these reasons.




	3.D
	HANDS-ON PROJECT
	60 min



Build a 3-D Tampa Bay
MATERIALS:
Cardboard or foam board base (12x12) • Modeling clay or salt dough • Blue cellophane or paper for water • Toothpicks for labels • Markers
	DIRECTIONS
Build a 3-D model of Tampa Bay! Use clay or salt dough to shape the land. Use blue cellophane for water. Add toothpick flags to label these features: Tampa, St. Petersburg, Old Tampa Bay, Hillsborough Bay, Sunshine Skyway, Hillsborough River, the Pinellas Peninsula, and your school.



YOUR INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Sketch your map on paper FIRST before building.
2. Use a real Tampa Bay map for reference.
3. Build the LAND first; add water last.
4. Add at least 8 toothpick labels.

CHECKLIST — Did you include each of these?
☐  Land and water clearly distinguishable
☐  Tampa, St. Pete, Clearwater all marked
☐  Both bays (Old Tampa, Hillsborough) shown
☐  Hillsborough River drawn or built up
☐  Sunshine Skyway Bridge represented
☐  Your school marked with a star
☐  All labels neat and readable

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Salt dough recipe: 2 cups flour + 1 cup salt + 1 cup water. Air dry overnight. Alternative: use modeling clay (faster). Display models in the hallway with student names. Great for parent night.




	3.E
	WRITING PROMPT
	30 min



Hurricane Ready: A Letter to a Friend
MATERIALS:
Lined paper or template
	DIRECTIONS
Imagine your friend is moving to Tampa from a place that does not get hurricanes (like Ohio or Colorado). Write them a letter explaining what hurricane season is like and how families prepare. Include at least 5 specific things they should know. Be honest, but also reassuring — Tampa Bay families have been doing this for a long time.



INCLUDE IN YOUR WRITING:
1. Greeting and welcome
2. When hurricane season is
3. What a hurricane actually is (in your words)
4. How families prepare (3 specific things)
5. What to do if there is an evacuation
6. Why Tampa Bay is still a wonderful place to live

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Approach with care — many students experienced Helene/Milton in 2024. The 'reassuring' framing helps students take ownership of resilience rather than fear. Look for: hurricane season dates (June 1–Nov 30), supplies (water, batteries, food), evacuation knowledge, the difference between watch and warning.




	3.F
	CHOICE BOARD
	60+ min



Geography Detective: Pick Your Investigation
MATERIALS:
Varies by choice
	DIRECTIONS
Become a Tampa Bay geography detective! Choose ONE investigation below. Each investigation will help you learn about our area in a different way.



	RIVER REPORT
Pick ONE Tampa Bay river (Hillsborough, Alafia, Manatee, Little Manatee). Write a 1-page report covering its source, where it ends, length, and 3 interesting facts.
	BRIDGE BIOGRAPHIES
Research the Sunshine Skyway, Howard Frankland, and Courtney Campbell bridges. For each: when built, length, fun fact. Make a poster.

	BARRIER ISLAND TOUR
Tampa Bay has many barrier islands (Anna Maria, Treasure Island, Caladesi). Choose 3 and create a tourist brochure for each.
	WEATHER WATCHER
Track Tampa Bay weather for 5 days. Record temp, rain, and clouds. Make a chart and write a paragraph about patterns you noticed.

	COUNTY CONNECTIONS
Pick a county that is NOT yours. Find 5 things that make it special. Make a one-page travel guide.
	WATERSHED WIZARD
Draw a simple map showing how rain in YOUR neighborhood flows to Tampa Bay. Label the storm drains, creeks, and rivers along the way.



	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
All options develop geography skills at varying levels. Watershed Wizard is the most challenging and rewards students with strong spatial thinking. Weather Watcher is great for ELL students. Display all completed projects in a 'Tampa Bay Geographers' bulletin board.




UNIT 4
Seminole Wars & the Founding of Tampa
Activities & Worksheets
Activities in This Unit
4.A  •  Florida's Four Flags Timeline  (WORKSHEET)
4.B  •  How a Fort Became a City: From Brooke to Tampa  (GRAPHIC ORGANIZER)
4.C  •  Osceola in His Own Words  (PRIMARY SOURCE)
4.D  •  Letter from Fort Brooke  (WRITING PROMPT)
4.E  •  Build Your Own Cracker Cattle Brand  (HANDS-ON PROJECT)
4.F  •  Three Wars: A Group Conversation Guide  (DISCUSSION)


	4.A
	WORKSHEET
	20 min



Florida's Four Flags Timeline
MATERIALS:
This worksheet • Colored pencils
	DIRECTIONS
Florida changed hands several times before becoming a U.S. state. Fill in the timeline below by writing the correct year, country, and one fact for each period. Then color each flag.



	PERIOD
	YEARS
	ONE FACT YOU LEARNED

	First Spanish Period
	1565–1763
	________________________________
________________________________

	British Period
	1763–1783
	________________________________
________________________________

	Second Spanish Period
	1783–1821
	________________________________
________________________________

	U.S. Territory
	1821–1845
	________________________________
________________________________

	Florida Statehood
	1845
	________________________________
________________________________



THINK CRITICALLY:
Why do you think Spain was willing to give Florida to the U.S. in 1821? (Hint: think about what was happening in Spain at the time.)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Q1 answer involves Spain being weakened by wars in Europe and unable to defend Florida. The Adams-Onís Treaty traded Florida for U.S. forgiveness of $5 million in claims and the U.S. giving up claims to Texas (temporarily). Strong students may also note that runaway enslaved people were fleeing to Florida, making the territory a 'problem' for Spain.




	4.B
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
	25 min



How a Fort Became a City: From Brooke to Tampa
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
Fort Brooke was built in 1824. Today, downtown Tampa stands on the same spot. Use the timeline below to show how the fort grew into the city. For each year, write what was there.



	1824
	Fort Brooke is built. Describe the fort: who lived there, what it looked like.
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________



	1855
	Tampa is incorporated as a town. What changes from a fort to a town?
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________



	1860
	Population of Tampa: about 800. What jobs do people have?
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________



	1900
	Tampa is a busy port city. What changed? (Hint: look ahead to Unit 5!)
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________



	Today
	Tampa is a big city. What is in the same spot Fort Brooke once stood?
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________



REFLECTION:
What is left of Fort Brooke today? Have you ever walked or driven through this exact spot?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Today's Fort Brooke site = Tampa Convention Center, Amalie Arena, the Channel District. Two original cannons from Fort Brooke are displayed in Plant Park (UT campus). Many students will have been there for events without knowing.




	4.C
	PRIMARY SOURCE
	30 min



Osceola in His Own Words
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
Osceola was a Seminole leader during the Second Seminole War. Read the passages below — they are based on actual recorded statements he made. Then answer the questions.



	On the treaty he refused to sign:
I will make the white man red with blood; and then blacken him in the sun and rain... the buzzard shall live upon his flesh.



	On his land:
The Great Spirit will protect us. We have done no wrong. The white man is too strong for us, but he cannot drive us away.



	On his capture (1837):
He came under a flag of truce. There is no honor in this.



QUESTIONS
1. What does Osceola feel about the treaty? Use evidence from the first quote.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Osceola believe about his land in the second quote?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why is Osceola so upset about HOW he was captured?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
4. After reading these, do you think Osceola was a 'troublemaker' or a 'leader fighting for his people'? Defend your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
These quotes are paraphrased from historical accounts and adapted for grade level. Q1: He refuses, will fight to the death. Q2: His people belong on the land; the Great Spirit gave it to them. Q3: A flag of truce is a sacred promise of peace; capturing someone under it is a betrayal — and Osceola was indeed lured to a meeting under a truce flag and captured. Q4: Strong answers will recognize Osceola as defending his homeland.




	4.D
	WRITING PROMPT
	30-40 min



Letter from Fort Brooke
MATERIALS:
Lined paper
	DIRECTIONS
You are stationed at Fort Brooke in 1840. Choose ONE perspective to write from: (1) a U.S. soldier, (2) a soldier's wife, (3) an enslaved laborer, OR (4) a Seminole watching from the woods. Write a 2-page letter or journal entry from that perspective. Include the date, weather, what you see, and how you feel.



INCLUDE IN YOUR WRITING:
1. Date and location header
2. What you see and hear at Fort Brooke
3. What your job or role is
4. What you fear
5. What you hope for

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Allowing the four perspectives gives students a chance to step into different roles. The Seminole and enslaved laborer perspectives are essential for honest history. Look for historically accurate details: heat, mosquitos, hardtack rations, Bay views, soldiers drilling, supply ships, fear of attack on both sides.




	4.E
	HANDS-ON PROJECT
	30-45 min



Build Your Own Cracker Cattle Brand
MATERIALS:
Cardstock • Pencils, markers • Optional: stamp pads if you make foam stamps
	DIRECTIONS
Florida 'Crackers' were cattle ranchers who used long whips to herd cattle across the state. Each rancher had his own BRAND — a unique mark burned into cattle to show who owned them. Design YOUR family's Cracker brand. It must be (1) simple, (2) original, and (3) include your initials.



STEPS:
1. Sketch 3 different brand designs in the boxes below.
2. Choose your favorite. Draw the final version on cardstock.
3. Write a short paragraph explaining what your brand means.

SKETCH BOX 1:
	



SKETCH BOX 2:
	



SKETCH BOX 3:
	



FINAL DESIGN:
	



EXPLAIN YOUR DESIGN:
What does your brand stand for? What is your family's history? Where would you want to herd cattle in Florida?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Real Florida Cracker brands often used letters, simple shapes, and the rancher's initials. Brands had to be simple enough to burn in quickly. Discuss the term 'Cracker' — it referred to the SOUND of the cattle whip cracking, not a slur. Florida Cracker Cattle (a specific breed) still exist on small Florida ranches today.




	4.F
	DISCUSSION
	30 min



Three Wars: A Group Conversation Guide
MATERIALS:
This worksheet for each small group
	DIRECTIONS
In groups of 3-4, discuss the questions below about the Seminole Wars. There are no right answers — only thoughtful ones. One person should write down the group's best answers. Be ready to share with the class.



GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss each question with your group. Write your group's BEST answer.
1. Why did the U.S. government want the Seminole to leave Florida?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did the Seminole refuse?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. The Seminole Wars were the LONGEST and most expensive Native American wars in U.S. history. Why do you think they lasted so long?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
4. Some Seminole were forced west. Some stayed and hid in the Everglades. Today, the Seminole Tribe of Florida still exists. What does that tell you?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
5. If you could ask a Seminole leader from 1840 ONE question, what would you ask?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Q1: Land for white settlers, slaveholders wanted to recapture Black Seminoles, U.S. expansion. Q2: It was their home; their families had lived there for generations; they had nowhere to go. Q3: The Seminole knew the land (Everglades) better; they used guerrilla tactics; the U.S. underestimated them. Q4: 'They never gave up.' This is a powerful realization for students.




UNIT 5
Henry Plant, Railroads & the Birth of Modern Tampa
Activities & Worksheets
Activities in This Unit
5.A  •  Before & After Plant: Tampa in 1880 vs. 1900  (WORKSHEET)
5.B  •  Plant's Empire: A Web of Industries  (GRAPHIC ORGANIZER)
5.C  •  Tampa Bay Hotel Brochure  (PROJECT)
5.D  •  Roosevelt at the Tampa Bay Hotel  (PRIMARY SOURCE)
5.E  •  Telegram from Tampa, 1898  (WRITING PROMPT)
5.F  •  The Plant Era: Pick Your Project  (CHOICE BOARD)


	5.A
	WORKSHEET
	20-25 min



Before & After Plant: Tampa in 1880 vs. 1900
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
In 1880, Tampa was a tiny town. By 1900, it was a booming port city. The railroad — and Henry Plant — changed everything. Fill in the comparison chart below using what you have learned.



	CATEGORY
	1880 (Before Plant)
	1900 (After Plant)

	Population
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Transportation
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Main jobs
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Connection to outside world
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Most important building
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Famous visitors
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________



FINAL QUESTION:
What ONE thing changed Tampa most dramatically? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Sample answers — Pop: ~720 → ~15,000+. Transport: oxcart/steamship → railroad and steamships. Jobs: cattle, fishing → cigars, port work, hotel staff. Connection: weeks by mail → telegraph and trains in days. Building: courthouse → Tampa Bay Hotel. Visitors: locals only → presidents, baseball stars, Roosevelt. Final answer should focus on the railroad as the catalyst that triggered everything else.




	5.B
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
	25 min



Plant's Empire: A Web of Industries
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
Henry Plant did not just build a railroad. He built an EMPIRE. Use the web below to map out everything Plant created and connect them with arrows showing how they helped each other.



Draw lines from the center to each outer node. Then add arrows BETWEEN outer nodes to show how they helped each other.
	HENRY PLANT'S EMPIRE



	Railroad to Tampa
	Tampa Bay Hotel

	Steamship line to Cuba
	Modern port

	Phosphate shipping
	Cigar industry shipping (Unit 6)



REFLECTION:
Pick TWO of Plant's businesses. Explain how one helped the other. (For example: how did the railroad help the hotel?)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Strong reflections will show systems thinking. Examples: Railroad brought guests to the hotel. Hotel brought wealthy investors who funded other businesses. Port allowed cigars (Unit 6) to be shipped worldwide. Steamships to Cuba brought tobacco and Cuban workers. Plant's vision was an integrated empire, not just one business.




	5.C
	PROJECT
	45-60 min



Tampa Bay Hotel Brochure
MATERIALS:
This worksheet • Cardstock or thick paper • Markers, colored pencils
	DIRECTIONS
It is 1895. You work for Henry Plant's marketing team. Your job is to design a brochure that will convince WEALTHY NORTHERNERS to take the train south to stay at the Tampa Bay Hotel. Make it irresistible! Include all the items in the checklist.



CHECKLIST — Did you include each of these?
☐  Front cover with the hotel's name and an illustration
☐  At least 3 features that will impress guests (electric lights, peacocks, golf course, etc.)
☐  Information about how to GET to Tampa (the railroad!)
☐  A list of activities at the hotel
☐  Prices (1890s prices — research suggested!)
☐  Endorsement quote from a famous guest (real or made-up)
☐  Contact information (made up)

REAL features of the Tampa Bay Hotel: 511 rooms, electric lights, elevators, telephones, peacocks on the lawn, swimming pool, casino, racetrack, golf course, hunting and fishing tours.

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This activity teaches research, persuasive writing, and design. Display all brochures and have students 'shop' for the most convincing one. Discuss after: who was this kind of advertising NOT for? (Black Americans, working class, immigrants) — connects to Unit 6.




	5.D
	PRIMARY SOURCE
	25 min



Roosevelt at the Tampa Bay Hotel
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
In June 1898, Theodore Roosevelt and his Rough Riders were stationed in Tampa for the Spanish-American War. Roosevelt himself stayed at the Tampa Bay Hotel. Read the descriptions below — based on real letters and news reports — and answer the questions.



	OFFICER'S LETTER, JUNE 1898: 'The Tampa Bay Hotel is the most beautiful place I have seen. I dine on fine china and sleep in a soft bed. Outside on the lawn, my men sleep in tents in the heat.'



	NEWSPAPER REPORT, JUNE 1898: 'Colonel Roosevelt was seen pacing the hotel veranda last night, anxious to be off to Cuba. The harbor is full of transport ships, but they are not yet ready to sail.'



	ROUGH RIDER LETTER HOME: 'We have been in Tampa three weeks. The mosquitoes are terrible. The sand is hot. Our uniforms are wool — meant for winter campaigns. We curse the day we volunteered.'



QUESTIONS
1. What is different about how the officers and the regular soldiers were treated?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why was Roosevelt 'pacing'? What was he waiting for?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why were the Rough Riders' uniforms a problem? What does this tell you about the U.S. Army's planning?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
4. If you were a Rough Rider in Tampa in June 1898, would you write a happy or angry letter home? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Q1: Officers in luxury, enlisted men in tents in the heat. Q2: Waiting for ships to be ready to sail to Cuba. Q3: Wool in Florida heat = Army was unprepared; soldiers from cold-weather forts were sent without proper supplies. Q4: Most students will say angry — heat, mosquitos, waiting. Connect to how poorly planned wars are often felt most by ordinary soldiers.




	5.E
	WRITING PROMPT
	25 min



Telegram from Tampa, 1898
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
Telegrams in 1898 charged by the WORD — so people had to be brief. You are a Rough Rider sending a telegram home to your family in Idaho. You only have 50 words. Tell them WHERE you are, WHAT you are doing, HOW you feel, and WHAT to expect next. Every word counts!



WORD LIMIT: 50 WORDS
INCLUDE:
1. Where you are
1. What you are doing
1. How you feel
1. What's next

	WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM
DATE: ___________________   TO: ___________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

FROM: ___________________



Tip: Real telegrams used STOP instead of periods.

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This activity is great for word economy and editing. Strong telegrams might read: 'TAMPA STOP HEAT TERRIBLE STOP WAITING FOR SHIPS STOP CUBA SOON STOP MOSQUITOS BIG STOP MISS YOU STOP TELL MA I AM BRAVE STOP LOVE TEDDY' (telegrams used STOP for periods). Award bonus points for using STOP correctly.




	5.F
	CHOICE BOARD
	60+ min



The Plant Era: Pick Your Project
MATERIALS:
Varies by choice
	DIRECTIONS
Choose ONE project from below to demonstrate your understanding of the Plant era. Use the rubric to check your work.



	TRAIN SCHEDULE
Design a 1900 train schedule from New York to Tampa. Include stops, times, and prices. Make it look authentic.
	INVENTOR REPORT
Henry Plant was a successful entrepreneur. Pick another Florida entrepreneur (Henry Flagler, John Gorrie, Hamilton Disston). Write a 1-page bio comparing them to Plant.

	POSTCARD COLLECTION
Create 4 postcards a tourist might send from the Tampa Bay Hotel in 1900. Front: illustration. Back: short note + 'address'.
	SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR NEWSPAPER
Design a front page of the 'Tampa Tribune' from June 1898. Include a headline, 2 short articles, an illustration, and an ad.

	INTERVIEW WITH PLANT
Write 8 interview questions you would ask Henry Plant. Then write his answers (researched, not made up).
	TODAY-AND-THEN PHOTO ESSAY
Find 4 photos of modern Tampa (Plant Hall, Union Station, Plant Park, etc.). Write a paragraph explaining the Plant connection for each.



	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
The Today-and-Then option is the best for students who can take photos themselves. The Newspaper option is the most challenging in terms of writing volume. Display projects in a 'Plant's Tampa' bulletin board.




UNIT 6
Cigar City — Ybor City & the Immigrant Story
Activities & Worksheets
Activities in This Unit
6.A  •  The Four Communities of Ybor City  (WORKSHEET)
6.B  •  The Lector: Voices in the Factory  (PRIMARY SOURCE)
6.C  •  José Martí's Tampa Visits: Cause and Effect  (GRAPHIC ORGANIZER)
6.D  •  Design a Cigar Box Label  (HANDS-ON PROJECT)
6.E  •  Letter from Ybor: Three Generations  (WRITING PROMPT)
6.F  •  Tampa Bay Time Capsule (Year-End Synthesis)  (PROJECT)


	6.A
	WORKSHEET
	25 min



The Four Communities of Ybor City
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
Ybor City was home to four main immigrant groups, each contributing something unique. Fill in the chart below for each community. Then answer the reflection question.



	Community
	Where They Came From
	What They Brought
	Their Mutual Aid Society

	Cuban
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Afro-Cuban
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Spanish
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________

	Italian
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________
	______________________________
______________________________



FINAL QUESTION:
Mutual aid societies were like a mix of a doctor's office, a club, and a school. WHY did immigrants build these themselves instead of using regular American services?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Cubans — Cuba — cigar-rolling expertise, music, food — El Círculo Cubano. Afro-Cubans — Cuba — same skills + their own community in segregated America — La Unión Martí-Maceo. Spaniards — Asturias region of Spain — cigar leadership, Spanish theater, food — Centro Asturiano + Centro Español. Italians — mostly Sicily — bread baking, restaurants, salami for the Cuban sandwich — L'Unione Italiana. Final Q: They couldn't access white-only services; they spoke their own languages; they wanted their cultures preserved; healthcare was expensive.




	6.B
	PRIMARY SOURCE
	30 min



The Lector: Voices in the Factory
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
A LECTOR was hired by cigar workers to read aloud to them all day. Workers paid him from their own wages. Read the passages and answer the questions.



	MORNING SESSION: 'Today's news from Havana — Cuban patriots have launched another raid against Spanish forces. The freedom fighters say they will not stop until Cuba is free.'



	AFTERNOON SESSION: 'From the novel Don Quixote, Chapter 3: The knight rode out into the fields, lance in hand, certain that today he would meet a great adventure...'



	POLITICAL SESSION: 'A new labor leader spoke last week in New York. He said all workers must unite, no matter their language or country.'



QUESTIONS
1. What kinds of things did the lector read aloud?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you think the workers PAID the lector themselves?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Cigar factory owners eventually banned the lector. Why might owners be afraid of someone who just READS?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
4. If you worked in a factory all day rolling cigars, what would YOU want the lector to read?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Q1: News, novels, political speeches, poetry. Q2: They wanted education and entertainment that the owners would never provide; they were proud of being more than just workers. Q3: Knowledge is power — workers educated about politics and labor rights organized strikes. Owners banned lectores in the 1930s. Q4: Personal — opens great discussion.




	6.C
	GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
	25 min



José Martí's Tampa Visits: Cause and Effect
MATERIALS:
This worksheet
	DIRECTIONS
José Martí visited Ybor City many times between 1891 and 1895. His speeches helped start a war for Cuban independence. Use the chart below to trace the chain of cause and effect.



THE CHAIN STARTS HERE:
	José Martí gives speeches on cigar factory steps in Ybor City


⬇
	Cigar workers are inspired and donate part of their pay


⬇
	Money from Tampa funds Cuban revolutionary fighters


⬇
	The Cuban War of Independence begins (1895)


⬇
	Spain and the U.S. clash; Spanish-American War follows (1898)


⬇
	Tampa becomes the U.S. Army's main port (Unit 5!)



FINAL QUESTION:
Today, José Martí Park in Ybor is the only U.S. soil owned by Cuba. WHY do you think Tampa keeps this park to honor him?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This activity ties Unit 5 and Unit 6 together. The cause-effect chain shows how Tampa was a hinge point in international history. The José Martí Park (on 13th Street, Ybor) is tiny but real — a 1956 gift from Cuba. Final answer: Tampa's identity is tied to Martí's story; his speeches inspired the city's Cuban community; Cuban-Americans in Tampa keep his memory alive.




	6.D
	HANDS-ON PROJECT
	45 min



Design a Cigar Box Label
MATERIALS:
Cardstock • Markers, colored pencils, gold/silver pens if available • Optional: gold foil paper
	DIRECTIONS
1900s cigar boxes had BEAUTIFUL, fancy labels — like little pieces of art. Design YOUR OWN cigar brand label using the requirements below. Make it as fancy as you can!



YOUR DESIGN MUST INCLUDE:
1. A creative brand name (often connected to Cuba, Spain, royalty, or famous people)
1. An illustration in the center (a person, place, or symbol)
1. Decorative borders (gold or silver if you have them)
1. Made in Tampa Florida' written somewhere
1. A short slogan or motto
1. Optional: 'HABANA' or Spanish words for authenticity

SKETCH BOX 1:
	



SKETCH BOX 2:
	



SKETCH BOX 3:
	



FINAL DESIGN:
	



REFLECTION:
Why did Tampa cigar makers want their labels to LOOK Cuban even though they were made in Tampa?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Real cigar labels are gorgeous — show examples from the Tampa Bay History Center website if possible. Brand names like 'Don Eduardo,' 'La Flor de Cuba,' 'Reina Isabel' were common. Reflection: Cuban cigars had the best reputation worldwide. Tampa cigar makers wanted that prestige. Many used Cuban tobacco, but the cigars were made in Tampa. This is also a great connection to authenticity vs. branding.




	6.E
	WRITING PROMPT
	30-40 min



Letter from Ybor: Three Generations
MATERIALS:
Lined paper or template
	DIRECTIONS
You have a choice. Write a letter from ONE of these people, telling about life in Ybor City: (1) A 10-year-old girl whose family JUST arrived from Cuba in 1895, (2) A teenage cigar roller who has worked in the factory for 5 years, OR (3) An elderly grandparent in 1950 looking back at the old Ybor. Include 5 specific details from your unit.



INCLUDE IN YOUR WRITING:
1. Greeting (to whom?)
2. Where you live and what your home is like
3. What you do each day
4. Something that makes you HAPPY about Ybor
5. Something that makes you SAD or worried
6. What you hope for the future

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
Each perspective opens different historical realities. Option 1 = adjustment and immigration. Option 2 = labor and lectores. Option 3 = looking back at WWII-era decline of cigar industry, automation, the closing of factories. Reward specificity: street names (7th Ave), real buildings (Centro Asturiano), real foods (Cuban sandwich, café con leche).




	6.F
	PROJECT
	90+ min (across 2-3 days)



Tampa Bay Time Capsule (Year-End Synthesis)
MATERIALS:
Shoebox or large envelope per student • Colored paper • Markers • Printed images (optional) • Scissors, glue
	DIRECTIONS
You have studied Tampa Bay's history all year. Now you will create a TIME CAPSULE that someone 100 years from now could open to understand our city. Your capsule must include ONE item or piece of writing from EACH UNIT (six total). At the end, write a letter to the person who will open it.



INCLUDE ONE PIECE FROM EACH UNIT:
☐  UNIT 1 — First Peoples: A drawing, artifact label, or written piece about the Tocobaga or Calusa.
☐  UNIT 2 — Spanish Explorers: A 'first contact' artifact (drawing, journal page, or letter).
☐  UNIT 3 — Geography: A hand-drawn Tampa Bay map.
☐  UNIT 4 — Seminole & Fort Brooke: A timeline, profile of Osceola, or 'view from Fort Brooke' image.
☐  UNIT 5 — Plant Era: A Tampa Bay Hotel postcard or train ticket.
☐  UNIT 6 — Ybor City: A cigar label, José Martí 'fact card,' or food card (Cuban sandwich!).
☐  FINAL LETTER: Write to a 4th grader 100 years in the future. Tell them what you want them to know about Tampa Bay.

FUTURE LETTER PLANNING:
Plan what you will say to a 4th grader 100 years from now. What is the MOST important thing they should know about Tampa Bay?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

	TEACHER NOTES & ANSWER KEY
This is the capstone project for the year. Allow 2-3 days. Display all time capsules in a 'Tampa Bay Through Time' showcase before sending home. Encourage students to share with family. The future-letter is often the most touching part — kids think hard about what matters.


Page 
